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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 6 - 16, 18, 19, 21 - 27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Olsen (US 6,146,273). 

Regarding claims 1 and 11, Olsen discloses a method of playing a game 
machine, which includes initiating a gambling game with an indeterminate period of play 
on the gaming machine (col. 3, lines 40 - 48). This means that the play period of a game 
cycle is uncertain since there is no way to tell whether or not a losing outcome will take 
place, or a bonus event, which thereby allows the player to continue to play for an 
extended period of time. The gaming machine also displays a plurality of parameters, 
which is related to the gaming device (col. 24, lines 46-62). The player interacts with the 
gaming machine from the data selected by the player (col. 5, lines 34-45). The outcome 
of the gaming machine is determined based on data provided in a storage means of the 
gaming machine in which these results are displayed periodically (col. 5, lines 18 - 
22, col, 6, lines 31 - 39), and a successive period of play based on the outcome of the 
game (col. 2, lines 39 - 48,col. 6, lines 56 - 58,col. 8, lines 48 - 53). 
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Regarding claims 3, 4, 12 - 14, 18, 19, and 21, Olsen discloses a method step 
where there is at least one special or game extension symbol that increases the said 
minimum number of game winning opportunities is displayed randomly, which is 
dictated by the data selected by the player or the outcome of game play (col. 25, lines 
36-46). 

Regarding claim 15, Olsen discloses a method of playing a game machine, 
where the predetermined game is a slot machine wherein said the game winning 
opportunities is based a minimum number of reel spins when a period of play is initiated 
(col. 5, lines 4-9, col. 10, lines 27 - 32). 

Regarding claims 9 and 16, Olsen discloses a method of playing a game 
machine, which includes initiating a predetermined number of game plays for a first 
game operating on the device. It also displays a plurality of parameters related to this 
first game, in which the player interacts with the gaming machine of the predetermined 
number of game plays, which displays at least one special symbol during game play 
that is used in a secondary game or bonus mode, depending on the outcome of the first 
game (col. 12, lines 13 - 25). 

Regarding claims 22 - 24, Olsen discloses a method of playing a game machine 
in which determining the outcome of a game playing situation is classified as a win or 
loss in which the player loses a predetermined game if a loss occurs (col. 9, lines 64 - 
67). It also includes a pay table, which dictates the player's reward for outcome of a win, 
along with the player's wager, which alters the pay table randomly. The payout amount 
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is selectively increased based on the outcome of a win, or decreased based on the 
outcome of a loss (col. 17, Table I, and lines 28 - 46, col. 27, lines 37 - 46). 

Regarding claims 26 and 27, Olsen discloses a method of the game machine 
where the pay table is affected by an event within the game. The said event could 
include either a player interaction like or addition of money or credit towards the game 
(col. 29, lines 58-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Olsen (US 6,146,273) in view of Jorasch et al., (US 6,315,662). 

The claimed invention discloses a storage means in which the game machine 
consists of a computer hard drive, which can also be connected to a plurality of other 
gaming machines in order to provide a competition between players. Olsen is silent on 
providing a storage device, however, Jorasch teaches of a gaming machine in which the 
data storage device may be a computer hard drive and is also capable of being 
interconnected in operable communication with other gambling machines (col. 4, lines 
21 - 22, col. 4, lines 35 - 45). Therefore, it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to include a computer hard drive into a gaming machine 
to provide a storage device for the machine that could be interconnected through a 
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communication port with other gaming machines in order to provide a computer network 
that may perform any or all game functions remotely. 

Claims 5, 6, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Olsen (US 6,146,273) in view of Walker et al., (US 6,077,163). 

The claimed invention discloses a method that while initiating a selected time 
period of play, it may be altered on at least one of a fee and period of time. It also 
discloses a method where the selected time periods may be temporarily suspended to 
permit player interaction without a time penalty, wherein the minimum number of games 
played is at least two. Olsen is silent on these features, however, Walker teaches a 
method of playing a game machine, where the selected time periods maybe altered 
based on a fee and period of time (col. 3, lines 20 - 25), could be suspended without a 
time penalty (col. 6, lines 35 - 39), and where the minimum of gambling games played 
is at least two (fig. 2B). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to combine the features of Walker's gaming machine with 
Olsen's in order to play as many games as possible to maximize player returns. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Olsen 
(US 6,146,273) in view of Smith et al., (US 6,147,696). 

The claimed invention discloses a method wherein the selected time period is 
temporarily suspended to permit additional wagering without a time penalty. Olsen is 
silent on this feature, however, Smith teaches of suspending a play time period in order 
to permit additional wagering without a time penalty (col. 2, lines 30 - 34). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was 
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made to suspend the time play of Olsen in order to permit additional wagering, which 
does not penalize the player with a time penalty. 

Claims 17 and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Olsen (US 6,146,273). 

The claimed invention discloses a mining theme in which there are special 
symbols of mining tools, which allow the player to navigate through the game to obtain 
prizes. Olsen however, provides a gaming machine that includes a Hollywood theme in 
which the player would use to navigate through the game (col. 24, lines 46 - 53). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include a mining theme in the game machine to navigate through the game in order to 
provide extra excitement to the game play. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Thomas whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1699. The examiner can normally be reached on 7a.m. - 3p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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